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“This Memorial is dedicated to over
4,800 Americans of Japanese ancestry
who were confined at the Pinedale As-
sembly Center. This was an early phase
of a mass incarceration of over 120,000
Japanese Americans. They were de-
tained without charges, trial or estab-
lishment of guilt. May such injustices
and suffering never recur.”

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. MIL-
LER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MILLER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

THE COUNTDOWN CREW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. DAVIS) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, we return again for the fifth con-
secutive leadership hour with the
Countdown Crew.

I would like to welcome all of you
here tonight who are watching from
home. We have been surprised at the
tremendous amount of response that
we have received talking about the re-
ality of tax policy, of small business
policy and the impact that it has on
the lives of ordinary citizens in this
Nation.

In fact, the feedback has gotten so
great that we have received hundreds
and hundreds of calls, e-mails from
around the country.

What we would like to do is invite
you to become part of the Countdown
Crew, as we are only 1,416 days from
one of the largest tax increases in
American history. We have a Web site.
We would encourage you to e-mail with
questions, with comments, your per-
spective on ways to make life better
for working families to create jobs and
to strengthen small business, which
creates 88 percent of the jobs in the
United States.

If you look behind me, our e-mail
address is here. It is
countdowncrew@mail.house.gov. And
we would invite your comments and
your feedback, and also invite you to
share your stories of why the tax cuts
of the last several years have made a
difference for you, why a more relaxed
and more structured regulatory process
that focuses on sound science versus on
politics allows businesses to work to
create jobs, to create opportunity to
create a future for our children and our
grandchildren.

And there is a reason for this. In the
election on November 7, so much of the
emotion and so much of the focus had
to do with issues related to the na-
tional security policy in the Middle
East. But one thing that was forgotten
in that time was something else that
was voted for by the American people.
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All of the tax cuts that have created
7 million jobs, that have created record
revenues to the U.S. Treasury actually
are on time lines. And they have to be
extended by the House, and they sunset
at the end of 2010. And without a Presi-
dent to advocate those policies, with-
out a House of Representatives and a
Senate that is going to pass those poli-
cies, all of the tax cuts that have cre-
ated millions of jobs, that have created
these record revenues in time of war
are going to end. And that means that
in 1,416 days, the average working fam-
ily in the United States of America
will experience a tax increase of $2,098.
And that translates across every sector
of America.

And the one thing I think that often
gets lost, and I will speak as a former
small business owner myself, is the
fact that small businesses create 88
percent of all new jobs. Those are com-
panies with under 500 employees. These
are companies that pay health benefits,
that do research and development, that
open new doors.

The tax revenues that are generated
from those businesses and those em-
ployees are what fund the infrastruc-
ture of our communities. They pay for
our teachers; they pay for our public
safety. They contribute to our national
defense.

And one saying, I think, that is im-
portant for all of us to remember is,
the focus that we need to have is not to
raise taxes but it is to create tax-
payers. And the way that we can create
taxpayers is give those who create the
jobs more resources to invest in the
economy, allow working families to
keep more of what they own so they
can save it and build a nest egg for the
future that will ultimately lead to the
growth that we have experienced.

We have got several distinguished
gentlemen tonight. Before the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma begins, I would
like to recognize the leadership of Con-
gressman BILL SHUSTER from Pennsyl-
vania who has been the principal archi-
tect of the Countdown Crew.

Remember, if you would like to
contact us, that is
countdowncrew@mail.house.gov if you
have a question for any of the Members
participating tonight or would like to
share your own story of how being al-
lowed to keep more your own money,
more of your own resources has helped
to create a future for you.

But before I share some stories about
some friends back in Kentucky who
started and created jobs that are af-
fecting not only our region and our
economy, but also the defense of this
Nation, I would like to recognize Con-
gressman SULLIVAN, the gentleman
from Oklahoma, to share his perspec-
tive on this.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Thank you, Con-
gressman DAVIS. And I want to thank
you for doing this tonight.

I also want to thank Congressman
BILL SHUSTER from Pennsylvania for
the Countdown Crew. Tax relief is very
important to the American people, the
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American families, American business.
And we are about ready to embark on
the largest tax increase in the history
of this country, and it is going to be
very detrimental to our economy.

And I can remember when I got to
Congress just a short time ago, almost
5 years ago. Congressman SHUSTER
came in a little bit before me. And
since that time, with some of the tax
relief measures that have been put in
place, we have seen just 167,000 jobs
were created in December alone. Pay-
roll, nonfarm payroll employment in-
creased.

Since August 2003, more than 7.2 mil-
lion jobs have been created. Workers
are finding jobs faster.

I remember when I came to Congress
back in 2002, one of the votes that I had
to make, along with others, was to ex-
tend unemployment benefits. And we
don’t have to do that now, in large
part, because of the tax relief measures
that have been put in place.

A lot of people think that we need to
keep taxing and taxing and taxing our
way to prosperity. And that is wrong.

And my friends on the left, the lib-
erals on the left, think that this money
belongs to them, it belongs here in
Washington with the politicians. And
that is not where it belongs.
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It belongs to the people who earn the
money in the first place, working fami-
lies, small business people. And how
does that apply to somebody, let us
say, that lives in Oklahoma, a small
businessman or woman? Well, I will
tell you how it applies to them. When
I go around my district, one of the big-
gest things I hear about are complaints
from small- to medium-sized business
people, and small- to medium-sized
business people employ 85 percent of
the people in our economy. They either
work for, own, or operate small- to me-
dium-sized businesses. And if we allow
a small business to keep more of their
money, what are they going to do with
it? Well, they are going to hire more
people to work. It is going to create
jobs, which it has done. They are going
to buy equipment to expand their busi-
ness, and that money is going to
bounce around the economy, that dy-
namic economic effect of that money
bouncing around the economy, and it is
going to find its way back to Wash-
ington anyway, but we get to do things
with it before it does.

One of the things too, Congressman
DAvis, that I hear about a lot is small
business people are really complaining
right now about providing health in-
surance for their employees. Either
they have to go to their employees and
say, hey, I can’t cover you anymore or
they have to lessen the benefit to the
employee or they have to make the em-
ployee pay more of their health care
cost. Now, if we provide tax relief to
them, they are able to use that money
to provide health insurance for their
employees. The Democrats, if they
allow this tax increase to take place,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-18T16:35:14-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




